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Interpreting the Maps 
 
Each polygon has a colour that represents its ecosystem class.  In general, bright 
colours denote Natural Ecosystems and muted colours denote Modified Ecosystems. 
 
Each polygon also has a number which corresponds to the Table for that island.  This 
table allows you to find out more information such as a polygon’s ecosystem class and 
subclasses and the area (in acres) of the polygon. 
 
For example, when you open the Ecosystem Map for Salt Spring Island you can use the 
zoom button to look at a specific area on the map (see below). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Please view the Ecosystem Classification Legend found on the Ecosystem Map 
section of the Islands Trust website for more information on colors and relationships. 
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The bright green colour at the tip tells you that the ecosystem class for this polygon is 
Woodland.  The polygon number for this polygon is SS-2053.  If you open the Table for 
Salt Spring Island you can find out more about this polygon by looking for polygon 
number SS-2053. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You can now find out the subclass for this polygon by looking at the associated Table.  
For example polygon number SS-2053 has an ecosystem class of Woodland and an 
ecosystem subclass of broadleaf.  The size of the polygon is 20.7 acres. 
 
Public Feedback Wanted 
If you would like to comment on any of the Ecosystem Maps, please use the comments 
form provided on the ‘Send Your Comments’ page on the Islands Trust Website. 
 


