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November 27, 2013
David Graham, Chair
Gambier Island Local Trust Committee
Islands Trust
700 North Road
Gabriola Island, British Columbia
V0R 1X3
Dear David Graham:
Thank you for your letter of November 18, 2013 to Mark Anderson, District Manager,
Sunshine Coast regarding the two proposed woodlot licences located on Gambier Island.
I have been asked to respond.
In regards to these woodlot licence opportunities, we are intending to advertise them in
January 2014. After the advertising and prior to the issuance of a woodlot licence the
successful applicants must prepare a management plan. One of the components of a
management plan is the Licensee’s Statements of Commitments where the applicant can
provide information on items such as information sharing with the public. Also, once the
woodlot licence is issued the licensee prepares a Woodlot Licence Plan which must be
provided to the public for review and comment. A referral of this plan to the Islands Trust
will also be necessary.
As part of the application package all applicants will be made aware of the issues identified
by the public, including the management around Gambier Lake and the recreation trails
located within the woodlot areas. A woodlot licensee must consider the management of
recreation values and riparian features like Gambier Lake. We do not feel that it is necessary
to remove Gambier Lake from the woodlot. The management of the woodlot areas adjacent
to private land will be considered by the licensee and their Forester and develop appropriate
plans if and when development is proposed in these areas.
The area being considered for a log dump had been previously identified for log handling and
storage and based on preliminary assessments the site is suitable for a log dump and is ideally
suited to service both woodlots. If the woodlot licensees choose to develop a log dump at this
location they will need to apply under the Land Act and the application will be referred to
other government agencies including the Islands Trust.
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David Graham
Since the Letter of Understanding was signed between the Islands Trust and the Ministry of
Forests there have been changes to the woodlot application scoring process which are outlined
in the Woodlot Licence Regulation under the Forest Act. The specifies of what can be
considered in selecting a winning application includes only the following:
•
•
•

Bonus Offer
Proximity of applicant’s personal residence to the woodlot
Amount and distance from the woodlot of any private land that is proposed to be
managed as part of the woodlot licence.

There are no options to vary from these criteria.
We are aware of the red and blue listed communities identified on Gambier Island and more
specifically on the proposed woodlot licences. We believe that there are opportunities to
manage for these values on a broader landscape which may include the woodlot licence areas
but at this time we will not be removing these areas from the woodlots. The management of
red and blue listed communities will need to be considered by the prescribing forester when
preparing operational plans for the woodlot.
In order to set up a meeting or if you have any further questions regarding these woodlot
opportunities or the woodlot licence program please contact the undersigned at 604 485-0725
or via email at Brian.Kukulies@gov.bc.ca.
Yours truly,

Brian Kukulies, R.P.F.
Land Officer
Sunshine Coast District
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